
most interested. The special inciting cause of the reso-

lution was a paper read by the Registrar of the College
of Homeopathic Medicine of the State University on the
"Present Status of Medical Legislation," and the resolu-
tions, as the Des Moines News expressed it, suggest the
import of his discourse.

INSURANCE COMPANIES AND TUBERCULOSIS
SANATORIA.

The insurance companies of Germany have deter-
mined, after a three years' test, that it costs less to sup-
port sanatoria for their tuberculous policy holders than
to pay the policies of the large number of those who
would die sooner without sanatorium treatment. It
has been argued that our American insurance companies
should follow the example of the German companies,
not as a matter of sentiment nor from charitable motives
toward their policy holders, but as a safe and con-
servative business proposition. Here, however, fewer
tuberculous subjects, and even subjects with a tuber-
culous history, succeed in procuring a life insurance
policy, whereas in Germany the law prescribes that every
laboring man shall have insurance; consequently, a

larger number of undesirable risks must be carried, and
hence the greater need for sanatoria. From the busi-
ness standpoint, the advisability of maintaining sana-
toria on the part of insurance companies is not as evi-
dent, and may be doubtful. At the same time those who,
are interested will do well to study the arrangement
and the management of these German institutions, for
the economic motives that originally prompted their in¬
stalment also guarantee the highest practical efficiency
at the least possible cost.

THE NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDICINE.
A Nobel prize has been awarded, as we recently men-

tioned,1 to Major Ronald Ross, the British army sur-

geon, for notable achievement in medicine. The Nobel
prizes, founded by the Swedish millionaire and philan-
thropist, Alfred Nobel, are awarded annually for the
most notable achievements in medicine, science, litera-
ture and the greatest service in behalf of peace in the
world. The awards in medicine, science and literature
are made by certain learned societies in Stockholm. To
determine the recipients of prizes of this kind must al-
ways be a matter of great difficulty and discrimination,
but we believe that the award of a prize to Dr. Donald
Ross will meet with the hearty approval of American
physicians and investigators. The results of the bril-
liant investigations of Ross in the etiology of malaria
have established the essential r\l=o^\leof the mosquito in the
spread of this disease, a demonstration of direct prac-
tical bearing destined to save more human lives and to
prevent more human suffering than lies in human power
to correctly estimate. To lay bare the complicated
methods employed by the parasites of malaria in order
to maintain existence was the basis for the development
of preventive measures, the central idea of which is to
stop malaria-carrying mosquitoes from biting human be¬
ings. Truly no better example of the practical value
of investigation can be cited than this.

1. The Journal, November 29, p. 1401, and December 6, p. 1468.

THE PROPOSED VIRGINIA ANTI-KISSING LAW.
It has taken considerably over a hundred years for

Connecticut to overcome the reputation given it by a

malicious humorist of Tory principles during the
Revolutionary War. There are probably those who even
now have as their principal mental association with the
name of the state the story of the Blue Laws, and the
fine for kissing on Sunday. There seems to be some

danger that a similar obsession will seize some persons
in regard to certain other commonwealths if some meas-
ures introduced into their legislatures are correctly re-

ported. In Virginia the proposition is to enact that kiss-
ing be permitted only on the certificate of the family
physician, and unauthorized kissing by any one with
weak lungs or any contagious disease is made a mis-
demeanor punishable by fine. A similar law is proposed
in Georgia, and unless the tendency is checked we may
see the example followed in still other legislatures. It
is difficult to see how such regulations are to be en¬
forced, as kissing and telling are not generally supposed
to go together. However unsanitary the practice, it
will continue, and a little risk may only add an extra
zest to the performance. Speaking seriously, however,
such proposed legislation if offered in good faith is un¬
wise because futile; if not in good faith it is unworthy
trifling.

REVIVAL OF THE HEART BY MASSAGE.

1. Editorial, Lancet, Nov. 29.

Massage of the heart, in case of its stoppage, to re-
vive its movements has been recommended and experi-
mentally demonstrated, but the first successful case of
its use in man was reported by Dr. E. A. Starling1 at
a recent meeting of the British Society of Anesthetists.
In an operation for appendicitis on a man aged 65 under
nitrous oxid and other anesthesia, both pulse and res-

piration ceased together, and artificial respiration and
traction on the tongue failed to revive them. Then the
surgeon, Mr. W. Arbuthnot Lane, pushed his hand up
through the abdominal wound and grasped the motion-
less heart through the diaphragm. He squeezed it and
felt it start pulsating, though no radial pulse could be
felt. Artificial respiration and other restoratives were
continued, and in about twelve minutes natural respira-
tion reappeared and the pulse became perceptible at the
wrist. The operation was then completed without the
use of the anesthetic and the patient made a good re-

covery, with, however, some diaphragmatic tenderness.
This rough-and-ready method and its success in this
case is suggestive of important possibilities, and demon¬
strates that cutting operations in these cases are not
essential and can be avoided. The previous failures fol¬
lowed extensive exposures of the heart either by rib re¬
section or incision through the diaphragm, as recom¬
mended by Mauclaire (in two cases). This of itself
introduces a serious complication, and Lane's success
was probably mainly due to his avoidance of this. The
case, as the Lancet remarks, "justifies us in saying that,
if during laparotomy the patient's heart stops, the case
should never be abandoned as hopeless until manual
compression of the heart through the diaphragm has
been performed."
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